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Seaford, August 15, 18382. 


Dear Brother,—*As cold water is to a thirsty 
soul, so is good news from a far country.” At 
the last Pennsylvania Annual Conference, we 
were appointed to labour on this circuit. At 
the commencement of the year our prospects 
were rather unpromising, but recently they have 
assumed a more flattering appearance. Yester- 
day morning we closed one of the most inter- 
esting and powerful camp meetings, said to have 
been known for a number of years in any of 
these parts. It was held about three quarters of 
a mile from the village of Laurel, and nearly 
seven south of this place. On Saturday after- 
noon and evening, the work of conviction com- 
menced and spread generally; and during the 
night many were converted. On Sabbath, the 
reviving shower contined; many drooping plants 
in Zion stoed erect, and many dry and barren 
hearts felt the fructifying droppings of the Spirit 
of God; and on Sunday night, as by the orderly 
workings of divine power, soul after soul, was 
delivered from the power of Satan, and intro- 
duced into the family of God, until upwards of 
thirty were evidently changed from nature to 
grace. On Monday, the gathering of the peo- 
ple unto Shiloh increased, so that the glorious 
and heart-cheering excitement was perceptible 
in almost every tent, and through nearly every 
part of the encampment; but the cloud, that 
had hitherto only gradually watered the tender 
work, now, as if unable to retain its merciful ful- 
ness any longer, in one continued and over- 
whelming flood, inundated the whole ground. 
Glory to God! The Lord Omnipotent reigneth. 
{t is supposed, on a very moderate calculation, 
that from 60 to 80, were, during the meeting, 
the subjects of justifying grace; between 30 and 
4) have already attached themselves to the 
Methodist Protestant Church,and nearly as ma- 
ny more are expected to unite shortly. We 
were favoured with the evangelical and gospel 
labours of our worthy president, the Rev. Syl- 
vester Hutchinson, whose efforts and travels are 
valuable models for our junior ministry. Breth- 
ren Woolston, Taylor, Melvin, Rawleigh, and 
Edmundson, were in active and useful atten- 
dance; and it is presumable, their praiseworthy 
exertions will not soon be forgotten. We have, 
amid oppositions common to our weak but 


strengthening cause, had the pleasure of adding] 


to our numbers, on this circuit, within a few 
weeks, about fifty; for which we would express 
our gratitude to that God, whose light inform- 
eth the mind, and whose grace affecteth the 
heart. Our brethren disposed to spread the sacred 
work in other parts of the circuit, have appoint- 
ed a camp meeting to be held near Cambridge, 
Dorchester Co. Md. to commence on the 23d 
of this month; the ground on which the meet- 
ing is to be held, may, with the greatest possi- 


ble convenience, be approached by water. Our 

friends from Baltimore, Easton, Chestertown, 

and Centreville, are therefore pressingly invited 

to attend. Pray for us in these parts, that our 

faith fail not. Yours, &c. : 
Tuomas W. Pearson, 
JoserH Ray. 


For the Methodist Protestant. 
PENNSYLVANIA. 
Burlington Circuit, August 13, 1832. 

Dear Brother,—I think I can say with confi- 
dence and propriety,that the cause of Protestant 
Methodism is gaining ground in this circuit, 
notwithstanding that prejudice and opposition 
on the part of our old side brethren still pre- 
vail. We have good seasons in these parts.— 
We held recently a four days’ meeting in Bur- 
lington township. It was a time of the out- 
pouring of the Holy Spirit, and of the ingather- 
ing of souls. Several were adopted into the 
family of God. Nineteen united themselves 
with usin church fellowship. In about six weeks 
we have received about 40 into society; most of 
whom have professed religion. Some among 
the number are from the old church. . 

Though there are Methodist Episcopal walls 
in every direction, and every effort made on the 
part of our Methodist Episcopal brethren to 
prevent the people from coming to hear us, .our 
congregations are large—where our principles 
are known, they are admired. Such has been 
the engagedness of the people, that our meet- 
ings have sometimes commenced in the even- 
ing and continued till morning. Glory to our 
God for what he has been and is still doing for 
us! The most we have to afflict us is the want 
of houses to worship in. 

We hope before our Conference year closes, 
to witness greater displays of Divine Grace. 
May God crown every effort to spread religious 
liberty with success.—Amen. 

| AntTuony McReyno tps. 


For the Methodist Protestant. 

NEW YORK. | 

Stanton Hill Circuit, Aug. 14, 1832. 
Dear Brother,—I lift my pen to inform you of 
the prospects of our Zion in this section. Our 


quarterly meeting was held on the 9th and 10th 
of June. We met in a barn at the Old Fly, in 


the town of Middleburgh. Our President,Rev. / 


George Thomas, preached for us on the Sabbath, 
and God attended the word with divine power. 
We have recently had a visit from Sister 
Thompson, who has preached greatly to the ac- 
ceptability of her hearers. Her labours have 
been abundantly blessed of the Lord. It is pre- 
sumed that the number of conversions under 
her ministry in this vicinity, has been about 50; 
and the work still progresses. 

Our brethren and friends are desirous that 
brother Thomas should visit us a week or ten 
days before the next quarterly meeting—to take 
place on the second Saturday and Sabbath of 


September, at the meeting house in the town of 
Freehold. Our congregations are large. Our 
prayer meetings are well attended. H.T.Busu. 


For the Methodist Protestant. 
MASSACHUSETTS. 


Malden, August 10, 1832. 

Dear Brother,—I have the pleasure to inform 
the friends of Zion, through the medium of your 
interesting paper, that the Great Head of the 
church is with us in this place; and as many of our 
friends in your quarter, feel anxious to know 
concerning our welfare,so far as they relate to our 
church, I will give you a brief account of what 
the good Lord has donejand is now doing for us. 
Love, peace, harmony and joy are within our 
borders—our meetings are interesting and well 
attended—our altar 1s crowded with mourning 
souls—our ears hear the shouts of the redeemed 
almost every evening. Our four days’ meetin 
commenced on the 25th July, and progresse 
under the most favourable circumstances. We 
were favored with the presence and labors of 
eight ministers. May the blessings of Heaven 
rest on them for their labors of love! On the 
evening of the first day, we invited the anxious 
inquirer to aporoach the altar for our prayers. 
How great was our joy to see souls to the num-. 
ber of ten, casting themselves on the mercy of 
Heaven for their salvation. The number of 
mourners continued to increase. ‘The Lord was 
gracious, and heard the prayers of his children, 
to the joy of many souls. On Sabbath morning 
we had a love feast,the most powerful I ever was 
in; it began in the spirit, and such manifesta- 
tions of God’s power, went through the meeting, 
that sinners trembled, and the song of deliver- 
ance burst from the heart of the young convert, 
while the saints were filled with holy rapture. 
At half past ten o’clock, A. M. a sermon was 
preached by our worthy brother, James D. Yates, 
(in the adjoining grove) from Joshua, 24 chap. 15 
verse—and another at two o’clock, P. M. by our 
beloved and respected president, Joseph Snel- 
ling, from 1 Cor. 3 chap. last clause of the 22 
verse. It was a solemn time. ‘These sermons 
were followed by the ordination of brothers Jo- 
seph Rumrill, Hezekiah Newcomb, Granville W. 
Bradford, to the order of Deacon, and the writer 
of this article, to Elder’s orders, This was fol- 
lowed by ‘the administration of the Lord’s sup- 
er; such a scene I have seldom witnessed; the 
infidel could only behold and wonder; it appear- 
ed as if Satan was bound in chains, for here 
prejudice, with its blasting curse, passed away 
betore the Divine Glory that was manifested.— 
[n the evening, a sermon was preached by the 
writer of this article, from Isaiah, 53 chap, 5 
verse. After sermon, a prayer meeting was 
held, in which some experienced the pardon of 
their sins. ‘Thus closed our four days’ meeting; 
yet our worthy Superintendent, Thos. F. Norris, 
seeing that a good work had ‘begun, thought it 
prudent to continue the meetings every evening, 
which we have done; and | am happy to say,the 
revival is still going on with great regularity. 


| For the Methodist Protestant Church. 
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METHODIST ‘PROTESTANT. 


In this work, I believe,we have nothing of the 
mere excitation of animal spirits, for it bears 
every mark of a thorough and deep work of 
grace. The work is chiefly among our most 
promising young men, and women; and I have 
to remark, that as soon as the mourning souls, 
having experienced blessings,remove, their places 
at the altar are filled by others who wish to know 


the cause of reform is advancing—the motto is, 
onward!—and success attends it. Heaven owns 
us, and our numbers are increasing; public opin- 
ion is on our side, and we have no reason to Ia- 
ment that we have taken the measures we have, 
but rather to rejoice—and still our motto is, 
onward—onward. Yours, &c. 
Joun McLeisu. 


For the Methodist Protestant. 
PENNSYLVANIA. 
Pivot Bridge, August 4, 1832 

Dear Brother,—lIt is the universal desire of 
the ministers and members of the Pennsylvania 
Annual Conference, to see the extent of the 
work of Reform in our country, generally; and 
it is thought proper to suggest that you should 
publish a notice in the Methodist Protestant, de- 
siting the Secretaries ofthe different Annual Con- 
ferences to transmit to you their minutes in man- 
uscript, to be published in a collection, annually. 

Every Annual Conference can then order as 
many of them as they judge proper. By this 
means information, now much needed, will be 
diffused. There is scarcely a more frequent in- 
quiry than the following: What number of min- 
isters and members have you in yonr connec- 
tion? How much have you increased this year, 

1 would suggest, that the minutes of each be 
published in order—and then a suinmary of the 
whole—accompanied with obituaries of the de- 
ceased preachers and such other matter as would 
render it both useful and interesting. 

Yours, &c. Syztvester Hutcuinson. 


~ For the Methodist Protestant. 
VIRGINIA. 
Hampton, Aug. 21, 1882. 

Dear Brother,—I now undertake to give you 
an account of a camp-meeting, recently held 
about two miles from this town; believing it may 
be a source of consolation to all who are real 
friends to the cause of religion, to hear that 
souls, by scores, are getting converted and join- 
ing the church militant. This meeting was ap- 
pointed by the Methodist Protestant Church in 
this town and circuit, to have been held on the 
9th inst. but owing to the inclemency of the 
weather, it did not commence until 11 o’clock 
on the 10th. We had four itinerant and two 
unstationed ministets, which was all the help we 
could obtain, as it relates to ministefial labour, 
excepting our worthy friend, brother Richard 
Gillam, who, although he has joined no church, 
since he withdrew from the Methodist Episco- 
pal Church, had a large tent, and rendered us 
essential aid by preaching with zeal and energy 
becoming the occasion. The congregations 
were uncommonly small, owing to the Cholera 
prevailing in a most distressing manner in Nor- 
folk and Portsmouth, which are but a small dis- 
tance from this place. On the Sabbath, there 
was not, I think, more than 1000 present; and 
on the other days of the meeting not more than 
one half that number—yet the Lord was with 
us of atruth. Having no rules, we submitted 


tions for protection; and they sustained us, and 
the peace and harmony were truly great. There 
was no cause given during the progress of this 
meeting to offerany reproof. The work of con- 
viction and conversion began the first day and 
continued to increase to the end, both day and 
night, until Tuesday morning, the 14th, when 
the last sermon was preached. The parting 
scene was affecting and solemn. Our Episcopal, 
and some of our Baptist brethren, joined us at 
the Lord’s table on this occasion. From the 
most accurate account, we think it will not be 
exaggeration to say there was sixty or upwards 
converted; and the subjects of this happy work 
were from the age of 14 to 50 years, and about 
an equal number of each sex. There were on 
the ground 28 tents, the most of them large 
and comfortable. ‘There have been received in 
fellowship 30 members since the meeting. A 
few of the subjects have joined our Methodist 
Episcopal brethren,and a few the Baptist church; 
and a number, as yet, have not attached them- 
selves to any. The work still progresses glo- 
riously. We have meetings almost every night; 
and at almost all these, we have a number of 
mourners, and some converts. A considerable 
excitement prevailed in this place before the 
commencement of the meeting. We have since 
received five members, making in all an aggre- 
gate of thirty-five. May our good and gracious 
Lord continue to carry on his good work here 
and elsewhere! And to Him shall be all the 
glory—Amen. 


Joun S. Westwoop, Sen’r. 


For the Methodist Protestant. 
OHIO. 


New Lisbon, August 16, 1832. 


Dear Brother,—Perhaps it may not be amiss 
to give a brief sketch of the prospect of the suc- 
cess of Reform on this (Youngstown) Circuit. 
This has been the iirst Conference year of regu- 
lar labour bestowed upon it. Occasional ser- 
vices, of a missionary character, had produced 
several societies, scattered over a large tract of 
land, part of which is called the ‘* Western Re- 
serve,’ settled chiefly by intelligent people,from 
New England,and part in several adjacent coun- 
ties both in Ohio and Pennsylvania. Atacam 

meeting last summer, they elected their lay del- 
egate, and sent to the Annual Conference to re- 


| present them, and apply for a preacher. The 


Stationing Committee appointed me to this field 
of labour; and on my arrival I found eight class- 
es and two or three more preaching places. We 
have added four new societies and several new 
appointments. The number of members in the 
new classes amount to rising forty—the society 
in Beaver-town has increased from 13 to 35, 
with a bright prospect of further accessions. The 
nett increase on this infant circuit, since last 
fall, is somewhere in the neighborhood of eighty, 
and a camp meeting and a two days’ meeting 
yet tu come before we close the year. Young as 
we are, therefore, we are on the march—and 
‘onward’ too. And not as some persistingly de- 
clare, (without the least foundation in truth) that 
we are ‘coming to nothing.” ‘The principles of 
christian liberty and equal rights, have taken 
deep root among many in this beautiful part of 
the country. And I think their growth will be 
in accordance with the richness and fertility of 
the soil. There are, however, some sections of 
sterility, where neither religion nor reform is ve- 
ry thrifty, but I hope when due service can be 
given them,they also will bring forth fruit. Much 


to the honor and good sense of our congrega- 


more good might have been done, had the labour 
| been given. Several invitations, with a strong 


of organization almost immediate- 
, [ have been compelled to neglect for want of 
time to attend to them. It is anticipated that 
the circuit will be divided next Conference, pro- 
vided sufficient help can be obtained. How in- 
cessantly ought we to pray the Lord to send 
forth more labourers into his harvest. 
Yours, &c. W. Reeves. 


ECCLESIASTICAL. 


For the Methodist Protestant. 
A WORD TO EVERY MEMBER OF THE METHODIST 


. 
PROTESTANT CHURCH. 


Dear Brethren and Sisteis—We have em- 
barked in a glorious,but much persecuted cause. 
We mean the cause of ecclesiastical represen- 
tation—the cause of, ‘‘all ye are brethren’’— 
the cause which secures to the members 
of the church, the inalienable right of suf- 
frage and representation. ‘This cause has now 
a name, and a place in the annals of Metho- 
dism, after having been scouted therefrom for 
nearly a century. The Methodist Protestant 
Church is properly and scripturally composed; 
it has its ministers as well as its members. The 
ministers alone never were designed by our Di- 
vine Master to constitute the church: nor did 
He design that the members only should con- 
stitute the church; but has rendered the union 
of the two necessary that all might be edified 
and profited. 

We, the members, are happily circumstanced 
in many particulars. We remain at home, in 
the enjoyment of our domestic associations and 
comforts, pursuing the varied branches of secu- 
lar life. Our offices, farms, counting houses, 
stores and shops, furnish us with all things ne- 
cessary to our family and personal comforts; and 
many of us have a surplus. Ought we not to 
be, and are we not, thankful for our Christian 
privileges and Christian liberty,to which are su- 
peradded an abundant supply for our personal 
and family wants? But how is it with the other 
equally necessary branch of the church? we 
mean those of that branch who have left home 
and friends, and secular pursuits, and have gone 
out, scarce knowing whither they went, for the 
purpose of building up this new church, which 
secures to usso many privileges. O shall it be 
found, that whilst we personally, and our fami- 
lies abound in all that is heart-comforting and 
family cheering, shall it be found, that there is 
one of those ministers who have forsvok all 
the gains of professional and mechanical life, 
which furnished them abundantly; shall these ar- 
dent and laborious servants of Christ and Chris- 
tian liberty, and those who are dear to them as 
Ours are to us, want food and raiment convenient 
for them? We ask, have not some of them suf- 
fered for these necessary supplies? As to some 
of the preachers of the Methodist Episcopal 
Church having suffered in this respect we be- 
lieve, yes, we know, they have; but we ask, is 
it not wonderful that more of them have not 
suffered? They labour to teach that the mem- 
bers have no rights or privileges beyond those 
of vassals, then ought they not to be expected 
to lack; whereas, ours labour to teach’that the 
members have equal rights with the ministry in 
making laws and enforcing them. Ought not 
our cheeks to burn with shame as members, if 
we should find that a faithful minister of ours 
or any of his household suffers. O! how often 
has it been the case in the Methodist Episcopal 
Church, that the preacher has been met, after 
having laboured ardently in the pulpit, by some 
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METHODIST PROTESTANT. 


of the prominent members and pressed to go 
and dine on the best which the neighborhood 
could furnish; how frequently, nay how many 
hundred times, when called to the table loaded 
with the best of every article, has he inwardly 
sighed, when he thought of the contrast be- 
tween the table before htm and that of the one 
which the partner of his life and the children 
God had given them were at that moment per- 
haps surrounding. Yes, how many hundred 
times have many of the families of the preachers 
been obliged to approach a table, without halfa 
supply for those who hed taken their seats around 
it. The wife and the mother all pensive and 
silent, gazing at the scanty supply, and scarcely 
daring to take the smallest portion lest there 
should not be sufficient to repress the hunger of 
her offspring! What a spectacle, and what a 
contrast! The preacher and his horse have been 
well entertained; he rises to depart on his way 
home; perhaps, the usual kind leave is taken, 
‘but not a word like this: Brother, are your fam- 
‘ily comfortable; have they sufficient and decent 
clothing; have they bread and meat, tea, coffee, 
and the usual necessaries and comforts? O no, 
questions like these have not been proposed; ev- 
ery other subject, whether important or unimpor- 
tant, has been touched, perhaps, but not a word 
calculated to rgake the preacher’s heart glad 
that he was taking with him the offerings of pri- 
vate friendship to cheer the hearts of his beloved 
wife and children. 


We say, we are not astonished, that cases of 
this kind have occurred in the old church; but 
that these should be found amongst a free peo- 
ple, who have and hold the right of legislating 
for themselves, would be an outrage on our prin- 
ciples, and a disgrace to our character. No, 
rather let us diet the minister on such things as 
are usual to us, and when he is about to depart 
for his home, place the difference (between the 
cost of our usual fare, and that which would be 
more costly) in his hands as a token of our 
respect, to cheer the hearts of his family.— 
How often is the minister invited personally by 
many in the same neighborhood to dine and sup 
with them,but his engagementswill probably not 
permit his visiting more than one or two on his 
tour; and because he could not go, much of- 
fence has been taken by those who gave the 
invitation? How often*has the preacher been 
persecuted because he called to see this one 
and the other; and how often have jealousies 
been indu'ged because he has visited orie broth- 
 er’s family more frequently than he has _ visited 
that of another. We have seen this frequently 
in the old church. Shall it besoin our church? 
We hope not. Let it be distinctly understood, 
that we mean no apology fora preacher’s visit- 
ing only one or two families in the neighbor- 
hood, to the pointed neglect of all the rest—or 
that the rich should have the pre-eminence in 
his visits—we hope these partialities will be un- 
known amongst us. 


{ hope, Mr. Editor, I shall not be charged 
with going too much into detail on this subject. 
{ am confident, I am speaking the experience of 
thousands on these points. [ have been wait- 
ing for more than 4 year expecting some one of 
the brethren to speak out on these things; but 
the silence of death has been observed thereon. 
Not but that I believe you would have cheerful- 
ly lent a column to any brother, but because the 
subject is disagreeable. I own it is such; but 
better suffer a little disrgreeable feeling whilst 
dwélling on these subjects, than to see or hear 
of one faithful minister’s family suffering.. What 


would become of the prospects of our church. 
if we had no ministers wholly given to the work? 
would they not be confined only to the neigh- 
borhoods where our worthy unstationed minis- 
ters reside? The size, and other circumstances, 
of whose families will not permit their travelling 
at large, many of whom are found amongst the 
most liberal contributors to the comfort and ac- 
commodation of their itinerant brethren. 

Let each say in his and her heart, we will take 
an interest in these matters from this hour. God 
forbid, that it ever should be told on earth, or 
recorded in Heaven, that the wife and children 
of a faithful Methodist Protestant minister want- 
ed the comforts of life, while the husband and 
father was engaged in the ministry of the word 
of life amongst us. God forbid, that the cries 
of their wants, under such circumstances,should 
ever enter the ears of the Great Head of the 
church. Yours, truly, 

A Private Memper. 


For the Methodist Protestant. 
AN ANSWER TO A KECENT INQUIRY. 


When on a visit to the East I was informed 
that a report was in circulation tn Baltimore, 
that I had avowed it as the conviction of my 
mind, that our effort to raise and perpetuate a 
Christian denomination upon the principles of 
Methodist Reformers, could not be successful. 
Since my return home, I have received a letter, 
from which the following is an extract: “Dear 
Bro. Shinn, I have thought it necessary to state, 
that —— is circulating on circuit, a 
conversation which he says he had with you on 
the subject of the Methodist Protestant Church; 
in which (he states) you intimated to him that 
you despaired of the success of that church.— 
You perceive how dangerous it is, even to hold 
intercourse with some men, where the interests 
of our church are involved. I should be glad 
you would recollect what you said to on 
that subject.” 

Since receiving these accounts, and reflecting 
on them,I have concluded that my answer ought 
to be given to the public; because truth does not 
need sly corners of concealment, and an enter- 
prize which cannot stand the test of open day 
light, carries on the face of ita strong presump- 
tion, that it must have taken its rise from some 
region of darkness. 

In reply to my friend’s letters I must say, I 
cannot recollect the precise words I used, when 
in conversation with brother ; but it is 
probable | said to him, what I have said to oth- 
ers, that I have not as much confidence in the 
ability, or disposition of mankind, to take care 
of their liberty and happiness, as I once had. 
This Ihave said on more occasions than one or 
two. Andabrother might perhaps honestly in- 
fer from this, that I **intimated” my ‘despair?’ 
concerning the “success of the Methodist Pro- 
testant Church;”? but I never have despaired of 
the success of this church, and never said any 
thing which I thought would be construed into 
an ‘‘intimation” of such despair. When speak- 
ing of my diminished confidence in human na- 
ture, 1 meant to apply the observation to all 
communities alike, civil as well as ecclesiastical. 
And it appears to me to be indubitable, that if 
the religious part of the American people can- 
not support a free church government, the popu- 
lation at large will soon evince their incapacity, 
or indisposition, to perpetuate our civil institu- 


tions. If religious men are too | retbaty or too 
i 


passionate, to take care of their liberty, what is 
to be expected from the self-conceited multi- 


‘tude, who are too inconsiderate to be religious? 
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\f they care nothing for their souls and for their 
immortality, in vain may they boast of their 
ability, or their disposition, to guard and per- 
petuate that civil Constitution, which is founded 
on the first principles of religion. They may 
huzza, with all the blind passion of a fanatic 
nultitude, and may worship a man, with far 
more devotion than they ever worshipped their 
God; but unless we, as a community, can be 
prevailed on to bea thinking and a virtuous peo- 
ple, the liberty transmitted to us by our intelli- 
gent and virtuous ancestors, will in all proba- 
eh be given to the winds,long before the close 
of the present century. 

Without dwelling on this theme, however, [ 
will simply state some of the causes which have 
weakened my confidence, in the ability, or dis- 
position, of Methodist Protestants, to preserve, 
improve, and perpetuate their free institutions. 
[am well aware, at the outset, that many will 
think it is not good policy, forme to give any 
such statements; but as I have lived till I am 
more than fifty years old, without the use of that 
policy, which is thought to be of such vast im- 
portance amongst mankind, I do not intend to 
take it up in my old age. If our church cannot 
be supported without the sly ingenuity of what 
is called mhtrigue, let it go down; for the expe- 
rience of four thousand years has abundantly 
proved, that every system or ‘‘economy”’ upon 
earth,civil or ecclesiastical,which depends chief* 
ly upon concealment and cunuing for its success, 
| proves to be, in the issue, a curse to mankind, 
and not a blessing. 


First then, my confidence has been weakened 
by that lethargy or indolence, which human na- 
ture exhibits to so great an extent. As soon as 
novelty or some other artificial excitement ceas- 
es to operate, there seems in many cases little 
interest or energy left, to keep up our prayer 
meetings, class meetings, or even a regular at- 
tendance upon public worship. Now such a 
general langor will inevitably cause any society 
to sink, unless something can be found strong 
enough to rouse it into action. What shall that 
something be? It must be the force of truth and 
argument, operating upon sentiment, or else the 
force of authority operating upon fear; therefore 
if a people are too supine to examine evidence, 
or too ignorant to appreciate the value of truth 
and liberty, they must, sooner or later, have a 
master. We set out upon the principle of hav- 
ing but one master, even Christ; and while we 
have religion enough to fear the Lord, and judg- 
ment enough to appreciate the value of his gov- 
ernment, we need no other; but if we will not 
be sufficiently thoughtful to realize the force of 
motives drawn trom eternity, where our heaven- 
ly Master lives, we must havea master nearer 
at Nand; because our ignorance and mental in- 
dolence will not allow us to have energy enough 
to take care of our Christian liberty: we shall 
either let it die in our hands, or expose it as an 
easy prey to external assailants. 


Some people, it is to be feared, came into our 
church under the apprehension, that the liberty 
they were to have, was even such as should lib- 
erate them from the cross of Christ! Every man 
is at once to be honorable, and great, aad to feel 
himself clothed with authority; he must do as 
he pleases in every thing, and be an authorita- 
tive dictator to his brethren, or he is disappoint- 
ed, and does not find that liberty which he ex- 
pected! Restraint he is unwilling to bear,though 
it be Imposed by a majority ot the church; and 
hence, finding our liberal system does not free 
him trom restraint, that is, does not imply an 


| abandonment of all law and government, he los- 


a 
| 
4a 
| 
‘ 


27 


METHODIST PROTESTANT. 


es his relish for our institutions, and feels very 
little zeal to sustain them. Such a spirit as this, 
if it prevail to a sufficient extent, will eventually 
destroy any free government, and can only be 
kept in order by the hand of despotism. 
A second consideration, calculated to weaken 
confidence in man’s ability to perpetuate a free 
overnment, is the general indifference to mental 


improvement. This is closely connected with) P 


the disease above mentioned, and is indeed a 
consequence of it. Man has a native desire for 
knowledge, and would gladly have it, provided 
it would cost him nothing, but mental indolence 
overcomes this desire, and hence he carelessly 
settles down in the love of ignorance. The more 
ignorant he is, the more wise he is apt to be in 
his own concelt; therefore we need not be sur- 
prised to see him confidently embrace the con- 
tradiction, that men are fully capable of taking 
care of a free government, without knowing how 
todo it. He next adopts the opinion, perhaps, 
that a republican government necessarily im- 
plies ignorance; and that ignorant people aie 
better qualified to sustain it, than wise people 
are. Your metaphysicians, and thinking men, 
he says, are the very men who are dangerous to 
liberty. ‘The more knowledge they have, the 
more power they have to do Rares, and to Jead 
us into monarchy. Admitting the correctness 
.of this position, is it not an obvious dictate of 
common sense, that the more knowledge there 
isin the body of the people, where the power 
resides, the better they will know how to pre- 
vent the metaphysicians and the demagogues 
from taking away their liberty? In short,our min- 
istry and membership must become a_ thinking 
people, and must with energy support all proper 
and just plans for mental improvement, or they 
will yet become a by-word and a reproach to 
the religious public. 


A third cause of discouragement, is the want 
of principle, which has been manifested, far be- 
yond our anticipations. In what way? First, 
py the scores and hundreds of zealous refurm- 
ers forsaking their friends in the time of trial 
and danger. ‘They could see their brethren ban- 
ished from the church by the hand of violence, 
and could coolly abandon them in the trying 
hour; and continue to support the unchristian 
system which they had been so zealously oppos- 
ing. Now whether they were influenced to do 
this through fear, or hope, or indifference, the ef- 
fect was the same: here the first stab was given 
to confidence, and we were forced intu the 
mournful conclusion, that there is far less prin- 
ciple amongst mankind, than we had supposed. 
‘This impression has since been increased by the 
conduct of numbers who came with us. In too 
many instances they have thrown themselves as 
dead weights into our church, and pave neither 
supported the cause by a regular attendance up- 
on religious ordinances, nor by sustaining their 
itinerant ministry. When -this ministry enlist- 
ed in the cause, on the principles of our govern- 
ment, they had just reason to expect the people 
would fee! their obligation to sustain them; see- 
ing, therefore, in many sad instances, the peo 
ple were so penurious as to leave their ministers 
to struggle with adversity alone, we could not 
bet perceive that when such men came from the 
old establishment to the new, it was not princi- 
ple which influenced their course. A quarter 
of a dollar was still dearer to them than the 
whole system of religious liberty. But what is 
more astoni:bing, it is presumed undeniable evi- 
dence.could now be produced, that hundreds, 
perhaps little less than one thonstind men, have 


subscribed for our periodicals, have regularly re- | 


/ 


ceived them for twelve months or more,and have 
never paid one cent to meet the expenses of the 
publication. They have thrown the whole bur- 
den upon the church, or upon a few individuals, 
in vivlation of their contract, and in utter de- 
fiance, not only of Christian dignity, but of the 
plainest principles of common honesty. If these 
are facts, I must insist that such mean and un- 
rincipled corruption should not be concealed, 
but ought to be published on the house-tops.— 
We are told that this is no singular casc, but 
that almost all publishers of periodical journals 
have the same complaint to make. If so, it only 
enlarges the evidence,that there isa vast amount 
of unprincipled meanness among mankind; and 
consequently, thatit is rendered doubtful,whether 
there be intelligence and virtue enough in the 
people, to support a free government for any 
considerable length of time. 


I will only meption, as a fourth cause of 
doubt, that the tendency of our members to run 


into anarchy, is more extensive than we expect- P 


ed to find it. Several proofs of this might be 
adduced; but one is sufficient: our brethren in 
the North have officially resolved, in their An- 
nual Conference, that “all their class-meetings 
and love-teasts shall be held with open doors.” 
Now it is the settled conviction of my mind, 
and therefure 1 must honestly declare it, that 
this implies a loose state of sentiment, produc- 
tive of a corresponding course of official action, 
exceedingly dangerous to our institutions; and 
itis presumed our brethren will either retrace 
their steps, or will gradually dwindle into insig- 
nificance; and in the issue, will disgrace the 
cause of reform through all that region of coun- 
try. Inthe name of all that is rational and 
pure in Christianity, why must we throw open 
our doors, that infidels and libertines of every 
grade of character may come in and sneer at 
those spiritual conferences which ought to be 
confidential among the Saviour’s disciples? If 
this be not to cast our pearls before swine, and 
that in the most open manner, I am utterly at a 
loss tu conceive the import of our great Master’s 
admonition. And what man of common sense 
will pretend, that christians have not as good a 
right to retire and have confidential conversa- 
tions among themselves, as other people have? 


The above are some of the principal reasons, 
which constrain me now to say, in the presence 
of the whole church, that my confidence is weak- 
ened, in man’s ability, or disposition, to support 
and perpetuate a free ecclesiastical government. 
And [ speak fearlessly,as I did when I was a 
member and minister of the Methodist Episco- 
pal Church. I never transferred my member- 
ship from that church to another, in order to 
abridge my liberty of speech, or my liberty of 
the press, but to secure both on a firmer basis; 
and I will express my honest conviction, that 
the disposition indulged by too many, to go as 
far as possible from the usages of our former 
friends, and thus to run into an opposite’ ex- 
treme, is both dangerous and ridiculous. 

Yet | do not despair. There are redeeming 
circumstances, calculated to afford encourage- 
ment and e. Qur brethren in all quarters 
have, in one respect, acted in a noble manner: 
they have exhibited an energy in building hous- 
es of worship, that has perfectly astonished both 
friends and enemies. Many of them have been 
striving manfully also, in various other ways, to 
sustain Our cause, against the currents of ad- 
versity, and the porere hosts of opposition.— 
We have men of the most sterling worth, in all 
departments of our church—in the ranks of the 


stationed and unstationed ministers, as well as 


among the official and private members of the 
church. The thing which I fear, is that these 
noble minded men will become discouraged, by 
the deplorable absurdities, and the mean dere- 
liction of principles, which they witness around 
them. Let them still hope, and be undismayed: 
the evils which have been creeping in among us 
may yet be corrected, before they become incur- 
able; delinquents may receive instruction, and 
repent; more men of mind and integrity may 
throw their whole weight into our scale; the 
force of argument may yet banish evils from our 
own borders, and make an impression upon the 
disciplined ranks of the assailant; and we may 
ultimately come off conquerors, and more than 
conquerors, through Him who hath loved us.— 
One thing, tv my mind, is clear as day: that no 
power on earth, or under the earth, can over- 
turn the Methodist Protestant Church, unless 
we foolishly throw away our own institutions. 
The great Head of the church, if we act our 
art as we ought to do, is as willing to cherish 
and protect us as any other people; for with 
Him there is no respect of persons. 


A. SHINN. 
Pittsburgh, August 15, 1832. 


For the Methodist Protestant. 
CHEAP PREACHERS, 


Mr. Editor,—The term cheap, as applied to 
ministers of the gospel, might be considered in- 
vidious if I should use it in the sense in which 
it is applied to articles which are bought or sold. 
This is not the meaning which I wish to attach 
to this word as it stands at the head of this com- 
munication. All Methodist ministers are in a 
sense cheap preachers, because their services 
can be had at alow rate. The most of them 
get but very little more than food and raiment, 
and not a few are but indifferently fed and cloth- 
ed. But cheap as these services may be, it has 
been evident to me for twenty years, that the 
societies for whose benefit they labour, think a 
sum greatly insufficient for food and raiment to 


ibe a salary for twelve months faithful service.— 


Permit me to speak a little of facts which have 
come under my observation. The communica- 
tion may do some good, and will do no harm. 
When I joined the Methodist Episcopal Church 
in 1817, the station where this connection was 
formed had not paid up for the preaeher’s board 
for the three preceding years, and in 1818, I 
heard the stationed preacher remark, that he had 
never been sent to a station or circuit that he 
had not found it in debt. I believe he had 
travelled six vears. There could not have 
been at that time less than from eighty to one 
hundred members in society. My acquaintance 
with the history of Methodism in the three prin- 
cipal towns in Virginia, is rather too limited to 
deal in round numbers, in regard to members in 
communion in different years. If F could, it 
would enable me to show most conclusively,that 
Methodist preachers are still considered by some 
dear preachers. In proof of this assertion, some 
of the most wealthy of the Methodist Episcopal 
Churches, and those having the largest number 
of members in society, are annually request- 
ing the Conference to send them a single preach- 


er, one whose expences would be light. And, 
Mr. Editor, I have lived to see many veter- 


ans in the cause of Christ, and able advocates 
for the doctrines of the Methodist Church, forc- 
ed to seek their bread by the sweat of their brow, 
because they got married, and thereby beéame 


dear preachers. How long this cry for cheap 
preachers will continue, it is impossible to tell. 


S 
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But two years since, I heard a most amiable, 
intelligent minister of the M. E. Church say, 
that but for the benevolence of a few private 
friends, who were members of no church, he 
would be under the necessity of :emoving his 
wife and one child to the country. This town 
had 200 white members. Some of their houses 
were furnished in princely style. 

Itinerancy has always had its self-denial and 
mortification; but the injustice and inconsisten- 
cy of this mode of proceeding is too glaring to 
admit of palliation. Do we desire to follow the 
example of our predecessors, by sending expe- 
rienced and talented ministers to the plough,the 
workshop and counter, to get a hard-earned sub- 
sistence, when they have devoted their best 
days to the cause of Christ? We cannot believe 
that the judgment and prudence of Methodist 
Protestants will act thus. But should they not 
be warned of their danger? 


NATHANIEL. 


For the Methodist Protestant. 
‘'y HAVE BEEN TOLD.” 


Mr. Isaac Robins, in a letter, dated Alexan- 
dria, Aug. 11, 1832, to the editors of the Chris- 
tian Advocate, reports the progress of the re- 
vival in the Methodist Episcopal Church, and 
adds the following: 

“IT have been told that the Protestant Metho- 
dists, so called, who are in this place, have, since 
our revival, commenced a work also among them.”’ 
Who told Mr. Robins? Was ita Methodist Pro- 
testant? If so, did he believe the reporter. ‘I 
have been told.’”” Why did not Mr. Robbins 
know the fact for himself? Was he afraid to 
enter the Methodist Protestant church, lest he 
should be considered favorable to the Methodist 
Protestants? ‘‘So called!’ Called by whom? Is 
Mr. Robins so ignorant that he does not know 
that the ‘‘Methodist Protestant Church’ was 
legally and properly the title given to it by the 
only proper authority to name the church. We 
mean the general Convention, consisting of the 
representatives both of the ministry and mem- 
bership, elected by their proper and legitimate 
constituents, not ministers only. Why did he 
not say, ‘thanks be to God, both Episcopal and 
Protestant Methodists have a glorious revival?” 
We hope he will have more good sense and 
christian love before he leaves the world. Is 
there any harm in this hope? | 

PeTeER. 


For the Methodist Protestant. 
The Advocate of the past week has an ex- 
tract from a letter written by Mr. L. McCombs, 


dated Wilmington, Del. August 2, 1852. After | 


giving a description of his camp-meeting, he 
proceeds, “The District is, in some respects, in 
a good condition. ‘The heat of controversy on 
the subject of Church Government, (except in 
a few cases) has greatly subsided. We hope 
the way is now opened for a glorious revival of 
the work of God.” 

Is it not evident from the foregoing, that the 
Episcopal Methodists generally, in his district, 
carried their bitterness to such an extent against 
the Methodist Protestants that the work of God 
could not progress amongst them? Is this a soli- 
tary case. We believe noi; and further, we be- 
lieve that the work of God, so called in some 
places amongst them, is little more than the 
work of bigoted en; and hence the increasi 


number of early declinings amongst some of 


their professors in many places. 


METHODIST PROTESTANT. | 


BALTIMORE: 
FRIDAY, AUGUST 31, 1832. 


The distinctive traits of our church Constitu- 
tion' and Discipline, cannot, in our opinion, be 
too frequently surveyed by ourselves, or with 
too much enlightened and temperate zeal, be ex- 
hibited to others. If we lay no stress upon 
these things, and evince to the world that we 
do not esteem them of sufficient importance to 
be insisted on in the great concerns of religion, 
we certainly have laboured in vain; or seeming- 
ly concede that representative principles in 
church government are by no means so essen- 
tial and valuable as we once supposed them 
‘to be. 

These remarks we make, not so much on ac- 
count of any perceivable supineness in our breth- 
ren on the subject, as to keep them still awake 
'1o its importance, and particularly because of 
the insignificance which our opponents attempt, 
in the most official manner, "to attach to our ef- 
forts and interests, and therewith to any plan or 
modification of church government, based’ on 
liberal and representative principles. That this 
is so, appears evident from the proceedings of 
the late General Conference of the Methodist 
Episcopal Church, and the distinctive form of 
their Ecclesiastical polity, which absolutely se- 
cures to the itinerant ministry the active control 
of the church. That we are no longer mem- 
bers of that community is well known, and suf- 
ficiently known, without their self-exulting state- 
ment of the fact; and that we do not now at- 
tempt to reform the government of that church, 
as members of her communion, or by formal 
addresses to her official councils,—that we do 
not assume the right to do so upon such princi- 
ples,—is admitted; but, that we have no longer 
any concern with her ‘‘Institutions,” or rather 
those of her Itinerancy, we have never admit- 
ted, nor can we admit. 

Is it asked, what concern have we with such 
matters? What have our operations to do with 
theirs? Why, the same that the light of Chris- 
tianity has with the darkness of infidelity or 
paganism; the samc that the great truths of Pro- 
‘testantism have with the gross errors of Popery. 
With the Scriptural doctrines, and spiritual in- 
‘stitutions, and evangelical operations, of the 
Methodist Episcopal Church, we have no. quar- 
rel, never had any; we rejoice and delight in 
the whole of them; they are all ours; and no 
more quarrel has the morality of the gospel with 
the integrity or any other valuable virtue of 


‘heathenism; no more has Protestantism with: 
| whatever is right and excellent in the church of 


ZENAS. 


‘Rome. We have read, ourselves, with intense 


lactly alike, and are laboring professedly for the 
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pleasure, the ethics of Tully and Seneca, and, 
with no less delight, the valuable instructions of 
the Abbe Maury, and the argumentation and 
powerful discourses of the Bishop of Clement. 
We take the good and endeavour to profit by 
it; regret the bad, and throw it away. Just so’ 
with the M. E, Church. 


Their polity and ours are diametrically oppos- 
ed to each other, although on so many points 
we entirely agree, so that in our exterior plans 
before the world, people are at a loss, without 
an explanation, to discern any difference; can 
see none. Are they Methodists, so are we; do 
they enjoy the love of God in their hearts, we 
trust that we do also; are they striving for that 
holiness without which no man shall see the Lord; 
we are humbly and earnestly wrestling for the 
same; are they labouring for the conversion of 
the whole world to God, zealously and sincere- 
ly, though mistakenly,for the glory of Methodem, 
we were; we are labouring as earnestly for the 
same object, but for the glory of Christ, who is 
God in all, blessed forevermore. As designing 
as we were, and desperate and fatal in our ulte- 
rior purposes upon the M. E. Church, agreeably 
to the representation made of us by the ‘‘Pas- 
toral Address’ of the late General Conference, 
yet we are the men who are doing the very 
things above enumerated; we are the people 
who deliberately and officially, in a grave and 
solemn convention, took the distinctive name of 
Methodists, and retained, with fond and devo- 
live affection, all the leading features of our 
former Ecclesiastical consociation, except—ex- 
‘cept what? Ah, here is where the resemblance 
fails, and where it should fail;—except the prin- 
ciple and the fact, admitted and acted upon, 
that one branch of the church has a right, with- 
out any constitutional responsibility or obliga- 
tion to the contrary whatever, to legislate en- 
tirely for any other branch of the church. In 
sober seriousness, this is in amount the whole 
difference; and now we ask, if we do not owe 
it to ourselves, and the cause we advocate, to 
proclaim this difference, and press the import- 
ance and value of it equally upon Episcopal 
Methodists as on any other people. If we do 
not set a high estimate upon this distinction, we 
‘must be thought to have acted a very absurd 
and ridiculous part, in suffering ourselves to be 
be expelled from the M. E. Church, or in seced- 
‘ing from that church, when now in our own or- 
ganization we display every other feature of the 
system. 


Qur appeal then is to men of reason, to 
Methodist Episcopalians, as well as to all oth- 
ers, if we are not in duty bound to recommend 
the distinctive form of our Ecclesiastical polity 
‘as Methodists; and whilst the duty is sacred 
‘upon us to do so, we again ask, can we do it, 
‘without the use of contrast?) The old side breth- 
ren and we are engaged. in the self-same evan- 
gelical and missionary plans, conduct them ex- 
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same ultimate result; why should we not then 
be content for them to succeed in reaping and 
cherishing the.fruits, all the fruits, of our com- 
mon labours:—because, in our opinion, we of- 
fer, with the same spiritual advantages, others 
of high and essential importance, which the M. 
E. Church, so far from possessing, now, through 
her highest Ecclesiastical council, utterly dis- 
claims. 

Be it our business, then, as it is indisputably 
our right and duty, to display these advantages 
to'the world; and in doing so, we cannot, from 
reasons of self-respect, growing out of our de~ 
liberate acts, and also violent acts done upon 
us; from the nature of the subject to be dis- 
played and explained, and the stern opposition 
made to our principles of church government 
and their success in the world; we cannot avoid 
exposing what we believe to be the wholly une- 
qual and the wholly unscriptural polity of the 
M.E. Church. And whilst this ought to be 
done, it is easy to be done; and that too with 
dignity, with meekness, with brotherly love, and 
due persona! respect. 

It is only for the two systems to be seen in 
comparison, and the contrast is as obvious as 
that between light and darkness. Whoever 
reads our standards, or hears them explained, 
and then those of the M. E. Church, will per- 
ceive at once, that we have a regular and for- 
mal constitution, such as the common sense of 
mankind has ever acknowledged to be regular; 
whilst our old side brethren have no such thing; 
that we have a duly proportioned representative 
government, based on that constitution and re- 
stricted by it, whilst in the old Methodist church 
the Itinerancy alone is represented, and in her 
General Councils the voice of the people is 
never heard; that with us there is a mutual 
responsibility; with them, responsibility only to 
the travelling preachers; and to add no more, in 
our constitution there is a redeeming principle 
of amendment and remedy throughout the whole 
system, at the will and under the control of a 
majority of the whole church, whilst with Epis- 
copal Methodists, all legislation, all administra- 
tion; every amendment, every change whatever, 
whether for the better or the worse, are abso- 
lutely under the sovereign and exclusive con- 
trol of the Itinerancy, to have Bishops or no 
Bishops, to perpetuate a travelling ministry, or 
to settle a parochial clergy, to pew churches or 
not to pew them, all entirely under the control 
of an irresponsible Itinerancy to legislate at 
discretion, any wishes or objections of the peo- 
ple to the contrary notwithstanding. 

Is not all of this so? Will Methodist Epis- 
copalians deny a syllable of it? Then certainly 
they do not read their own Discipline, they are 
wholly ignorant of the government under which 
they live. Itisso, without dispute. Next we 
ask, is there any thing equal or scriptural in it. 


Were we to make an abstract question of their 


church government to Episcopal Methodists, | 


we think that to a man they would indignantly 
reject it, as unequal and preposterous. Why, 
because their itinerant preachers have through- 
out their whole history rejected any encroach- 
ment upon their rights as freemen, whether in 
the form of Episcopacy, Presiding Eldership, 
General Councils, or what not; and because it 
is universal and intuitive in man, unless born 
and doomed to slavery, to claim his rights when 
he knows and feels them, and to guard them 
whenever they are invaded. We think, more- 
over, that the same form of the question to 
Methodist Episcopalians, well read as they are 
in the Scriptures of the New Testament, would 
present their church government to them as 
wholly unscriptural, because from the principles 
laid down by our Saviour, sententiously as they 
are expressed in some instances, and the doc- 
trines and spirit He inculcated from those prin- 
ciples upon his disciples; and as well from the 
earliest organization and plans of the church 
adopted by the ‘‘Apostles and brethren;” there 
is not the shadow of a warrant for irresponsible 
and exclusive legislation and government in 
either the ministry or the people. Here our 
remarks must close for the present; in a future 
number they may be resumed and extended, for 
we think it one of the grossest and most dan- 
gerous delusions of the present age, which not 
a few seem disposed to teach, and too many in- 
clined to embrace, that the representative prin- 
ciple is of no importance in church government; 
this, once admitted, with a hold on the public 
mind, and the true spirit of Protestantism will 
soon become extinct and no more. 


The Reviews and Answers to the Pastoral 
Address having much more matter, and having 
cost more than was contemplated, the Book 
Agent informs our friends that he is compelled 
to charge five dollars per hundred, or meet a 
considerable loss. His object is not profit but 
circulation. ‘he review by “A Plain Man” 
has been added. This pamphlet, it is believed, 
will be found the cheapest on sale in the United 
States. Heis glad to learn that collections are 
making for its more general distribution on some 
of the circuits. Itis printed on a very large super 
royal octave. The edition will be limited.— 
Early orders can be supplied, none others. Our 
friends will please therefore be prompt in for- 
warding their orders with the amount enclosed — 
with directions how to forward them. 


The Editors of the Advocate urge the in- 
crease of their huge subscription list. Exer- 
tions are frequently made after public worship 
for that purpose, and also in the classes, in both 
instances with much success, We admire the 
zeal of their preachers and leaders on this sub- 
ject. We only ask, shall any do less for our 
principles and paper than they do for theirs? 
Do not ours commend themselves to every 


American Christian? We hope each of our! 


friends will promote the circulation of our 
chutch periodical by obtaining as many good 
subscribers as possible. — 


TO CORRESPONDENTS. 
Senex” is referred to page 254. 
Several articles on file shall appear shortly. 


The camp-meeting for Burlington circuit, will 
commence on the 5th of September, on the 
ground of Brother Gideon Fitch, in Northum- 
berland township, Luzerne county. Our breth- 
ren and friends are respectfully invited to attend. . 
Brethren, come up to the help of the Lord 
against the mighty. ANTHONY M‘Reyno.ps. 


We would call the attention of Annual Con- 
ferences, to the suggestions of our venerable 
Bro. Hutchinson. Were sucha course adopt- 
ed, a consecutive history of the Methodist P. 
Church would thus be afforded,which would prove 
very satisfactory to our members and friends. 


For the Methodist Protestant. 
AMERICAN METHODIST CHRONOLOGY. 
(NO. XII.) 


| That the adoption of this plan was effected 
by a stratagem of the bishops is too evident to 
need proof. Two bishops in whom a set of 
honest hearted and pious, but illiterate and un- 
suspecting men had the most unlimited confi- 
dence, could not propose any plan, tntimating 
they had received it from heaven in answer to 
prayer, without being sure of its adoption. The 
bishops first assumed the power to appoint the 
presiding elders, and now in this plan secure to 
themselves and the presiding elders of their own 
appointing, the power to make all rules for the 
government of the church. This was forming 
an episcopal government with a witness. For 
the presiding elders themselves were no more 
than mere cyphers in this legislative council.— 
They were, by the very principles upon which 
the council was formed, entirely at the disposal 
of the bishops: they held their office during the 
pleasure of the bishops. If then one of them 
should oppose any thing attempted to be done 
by the bishops, and the bishops desired to have 
one in his place who would more quietly submit 
to their episcopal control it was only necessary 
for them to put him out of. the presiding elder- 
ship and put another in his place. Mr. Lee 
says, “This plan for having a council was en- 
tirely new and extremely dangerous. A major- 
ity of the preachers voted for it, but they were 
soun sensible that the plan would not answer 
the purpose for which it was intended. The 
council was to be composed of the bishops and 
the presiding elders: the presiding elders were 
appointed, changed, and put out of office by 
the bishops, and just when they pleased; of 
course, the whole of the council were to consist 
of the bishops and a few men of their own choice 
or appointing.” 

The preachers had time to exainine deliber- 
ately what they had done before the first meet- 
ing of the council.. Their dissatisfaction with 
the condition in which they had so blindly plac- 
ed themselves caused the council to make some 
little alteration in the manner of constituting a 
council: so that the second council was to be 


composed of delegates, elected by the several 
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conferences. But while they granted the con- 
ferences that privilege,they at the same time de- 
ptived them of another which the plan of the 
council itself secured to them; that is, of re- 
jecting the resolutions of the council.. The 
plan adopted by the conferences says, nothing, 
unanimously assented to by the council, shall be 
binding in any district, till it has been agreed up- 
on by a majority of the conference which is held 
for that district. But one of the resolutions 
adopted by the first council says, a resolu- 
tion which is received by a majority of the sever- 
al conferences, shall be received by every member 
of each conference.”’ 

When we are told that ‘our bishops’ made 
the adoption of some plan to enact rules for the 
church ‘‘a matter of prayer’ and see that the 
plan proposed constituted ‘“‘our bishops and pre- 
siding elders the members of this council,’”’ we 
are tempted to believe either that their prayer 
availed much more with the Lord than the pray- 
er of two favorite disciples, or that they prayed 
for a plan of a council to consist of themselves 
and the presiding elders of their own appoint- 
ing, and then answered it themselves. But at 
this time, the government of the Methodist 
church had assumed a form of the most absolute 
episcopacy that has ever existed before. Fora 
council so constituted and possessing such un- 
limited power, is, we believe, without a parallel. 
A farther illustration of this may be seen in the 
proceedings of the first council. The following 
is acopy of part of the minutes, as given by 
Mr. Lee. 

The proceedings of the bishop and presiding 
elders of the Methodist Episcopal Church, in 
council assembled, at Baltimore, on the first day 
of December, 1789. 

The following members which formed the 
council were present. 


Francis Assury, Bishop. 


Elders: 
Nelson Reed, 
Joseph Everitt, 
John Dickins, 
James O. Cromwell, 
Freeborn Garrettson. 


Richard Ivy, 
Reuben Ellis, 
Edward Morris, 
James O'Kelly, 
Philip Bruce, 
Lemuel Green, 


After having spent an hour in prayer to Al- 
mighty God, for his direction and blessing, they 
then unanimously agreed, that a general confer- 
ence of the bishop, ministers and preachers of 
the Methodist Episcopal Church, on the Conti- 
gient of America, would be attended with a va- 
riety of difficulties, with great expense and loss 
of time, as well as many inconveniences to the 
work of God. And, as it is almost the unani- 
mous judgment of the ministers and preachers 
that it is highly expedient there should be a gen- 
eral council formed of the most experienced’ el- 
ders in the connection; Who, for the future, be- 
ing elected by ballot in every conference, at the 
request of the bishop, shall be able to represent 
the several conferences and districts in the 
United States of America; they therefore con- 
cluded that such a council should be so appoint- 
ed and convened. The council then proceeded 
to form the following constitution. 

The aforesaid council, when assembled at the 
time and place appointed by the bishop, shall 
have power to mature and resolve on all things 
relative to the spiritual and temporal interests of 
the church, viz: 

l. To render thé time and form of public wor- 
ship, as similar as possihle through all their con- 
gregations. 

2 To preserve the general union of the min- 
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isters, preachers and people in the Methodist | 
doctrine and discipline. 

$. To direct and manage al! the printing which 
‘may be done, from time to time, forthe use and} 
benefit of the Methodist Church in America. 

4. To conduct the plan of education, and 
manage all matters, which may, from time to 
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OBITUARY. 
For the Methodist Protestant. 

A Christian and a Patriot gone to his reward above. 

Dear Brother,—Otr pious and much beloved 


brother, Price, of Halifax County, 
North Carolina,is gone. He departed this life 


time, pertain to any college or houses built, or |?” the 17th of er last, in the 78th year of his 


about to be built, as the property of the Metho- 
dist connection. | 

5. To remove, or receive and appoint the sal- 
ary of any tuturs, from time to time employed 
in any seminary of learning belonging to the 
said connection. 

6. In the intervals of the council, the bishop 
shall have power to act in all contingent occurenc- 
es relative to the printing business,or the educa- 
tion and economy of the college. 

7. Nine members and no less, shall be com- 
petent to form a council which may proceed to 
business. 

8. No resolution shall be formed in sucha 
council, without the consent of the bishop and 
two thirds of the members present. 

After the council had finished the constitution 
as above, they then proceeded, with perfect 
unanimity, to form the following resolutions. 

1. Every resolution of the first council shall 
be put to vote in each conference, and shall no 
be adopted unless it obtains a majority of the 
different conferences. But every resolution 
which is received by a majority of the several 
conferences, shall be received by every member 
of each conference. 

We need not give any more of these resolu- 
tions. This one is sufficient to shew the cor- 
rectness of the statements which we have made 
above. 


LITTLE SINS. 


I have seen the little pearls of a spring sweat 
through the bottom of a bank, and intenerate 
the stubborn pavement, till it hath made it fit 
for the impression of a child’s foot; and it was 
despised, like the descending pearls of a misty 
morning, till it had opened its way, and made a 
stream large enough to carry away the ruins of 
the undermined strand,and to invade the neigh- 
bouring gardens; but then the despised drops 
were grown into an artificial river, and an in- 
tolerable mischief. Soare the first entrances of 
sin stopped with the antidotes of a hearty pray- 
er, and checked into sobriety by the eye of a 
reverend man, or the counsels of a single ser- 
mon: but when such beginnings are neglected, 
and our religion hath not in it so much philoso- 
phy us to think any thing evil so long as we 
can endure it, they grow up to ulcers and pes- 
tilential evils; they destroy the soul by their 
abode, which at their first entry might have been 
killed with the pressure of a little finger. 


Engaging in religion merely for the present 
comfort and satisfaction of it,or because it is the 
happiest kind of life, is doing itupon a mistaken 
motive; and if our expectations are not answered 
to the full, we shall grow weary of it, and fly to 
something else. It should be for eternity; and 
then we shall be set tree from worldly desires, 
supported with hope, refuse no hardships, wait 
patiently, and continue stedfast to the end. 


MARRIED, 


In Prince Georges County, Md. by the Rev. 
William Collier, on Tuesday, 17th July, Mr. 


age, in the joyous hope of that blessed existence 
which will never end. He left behind him an 
aged and pious companion, and a numerous off- 
spring, to mourn his absence and tread in his 
footsteps: and_to those about him, he recom- 
mended the religion of Jesus, with the assurance 
that it had supported him in many of the chang- 
ing scenes of life, and given him consolation in 
the hour of affliction. As he lived, so he died, 
in the full exercise of faith, hope and love. 

In the death of this man, our infant church 
has lost an aged and useful minister, our coun- 
try one of the veterans of the revolution, the 
neighbourhood one of the sons ot consolation to 
mourners in zion, and the sick and dying a kind 
friend. 

He was born in Virginia, of parents who were 
members of the Protestant Episcopal Church, 
aud who early taught him to know his duty to 
his God and neighbour; and this knowledge of 
his duty was accompanied with courage to dis- 
charge it in proper time and place. He was for 
several years a continental soldier in the revo- 
lutionary war, and for several months a prisoner 
in the British camp; and although, during much 
of that time he suffered all the _ that priva- 
tion could inflict, yet he scorned to purchase in- 
dulgence at the price of a soldier's honour; and 
repelled with indignation the seducing charms 
of British gold, when offered with a view to de- 
tach him from the cause of liberty and his coun- 
try. Having assisted to obtain the liberty and 
independence of his country,he settled in North 
Carolina, and soon became a member and local 
preacher in the Methodist Episcopal Church; 
and was much esteemed by the wise and good 
of his acquaintance, as well without, as within 
the church. But finding that the representatives 
of the Itinerant ministry, in General Confer- 
ence assemble had encroached upon his rights 
as a citizen and gospel minister, he unhesitat- 
ingly united with his brethren of the Roanoke 
District Conference, in a memorial to the Gen- 
eral Conference, requesting, in the language of 
brotherly love, a recognition and security of 
their rights; but the General Conference, pro- 
fessing to “know no such rights,” he joimed the 
Roanoke Union Society, and through the pe- 
riodical called the Mutual Rights, and other 
means of communication, made an appeal to the 
piety and good sense of the whole church; not 
dreaming or thinking, that by thus obeying the 
injunction of Jesus, ‘*Tell it to the church,”’ he 
would incur the displeasure of its ministers. 
But for this effort, he was subsequently expeiled 
by the majority of a Quarterly Conference held 
at Horeb, Halifax county, every one of which 
were his juniors in age, grace, and office. And 
thus was fulfilled the word of the Prophet: 
“The child shall behave himself proudly against 
the ancient, and the base against the honourable.” 
He heard the sentence of excommunication with 
a calmness and dignity which bespoke the hero 
and the christian. But by faith, he ‘‘being dead 
yet speaketh,” and ‘from the rocks I see him, 
and from the hills I behold him;”? and with feel- 
ines which none but his fellow-labourers, and 
fellow-sufferers can have, I exclaim with weep- 
ing eyes and a thankful heart, “Let me die the 
death of the Righteous, and let my last end be 


N. Rosy, to Miss Ann Hicotns, both 
Said county. 


like 
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POETRY. 


A SKETCH FROM REAL LIFE. 
BY ALARIC A. WATTS. 


Tis said she once was beautiful;—and still ; 
(For ’tis not years that can have wrought her ill) 
Deep rays of loveliness around her form 

Beam, as the rainbow that succeeds the storm 
Brightens a glorious ruin. In her face, 

Th something touch’d by sorrow, you may trace 
The all she was, when first in life’s young spring, 
Like the gay bee-bird on delighted wing, 

She stoop’d to cull the honey from each flower 
That bares its breast in jqy’s luxuriant bower! 
O’er her pure forehead, pale as moonlit snow, 
Her ebon locks are parted;—and her brow 
Stands forth like morning from the shades of night, 
Serene, though clouds hang over it. The bright 
And searching glance of her Ithuriel eye, 

Might even the sternest hypocrite defy 

To meet it unappall’d;—’twould almost seem, 
As though, epitomized in one deep beam, 

Her full collected soul upon the heart, 
Whate’er its mask, she strove at once to dart: 
And few may brave the talisman that’s hid 
*Neath the dark fringes of her drooping lid. 


Patient in suffering, she has learn’d the art 
To bleed in silence and conceal the smart, 
And thence, though quick of feeling, hath been deem’d 
Almost as cold loveless as she seem’d; 

Because to fools she never would reveal 

Wounds they would probe—without the power to heal. 
No,—whatsoe’cr the visions that disturb 

The fountain of her thoughts, she knows to curb 
Each outward sign of sorrow, and suppress— 
Even to a sigh—all tokens of distress. 

Yet some, perhaps, with keener vision than 

The crowd, that pass her by unnoted, can, 
Through well dissembled smiles, at times, discern 
A settled anguish that would seem {8 burn 

The very brain it feeds upon; and when 

This mood of pain is on her, then, oh! then, 

A more than wonted paleness of the cheek,— 
And, it may be, a fleeting hectic streak,— 

A tremulous motion of the lip or eye,— 

Are all that anxious friendship may descry. 


Reserve and womanly pride are in her look, 
Though tempered into meekness; she can brook 
Unkindness and neglect from those she loves, 
Because she feels it undeserved, which proves 
That firm and conscious rectitude hath power 
To blunt Fate’s darts in sorrow’s darkest hour. 
Ay, unprovoked, injustice she can bear 
Without a sigh—almost without a tear, 

Save such as hearts internally will weep, 
And they ne’er rise the burning lids to steep; 
But to those petty wrongs which half defy 
Human forbearance, she can make reply 
With a proud lip, and a contemptuous eye. 


There is a speaking sadness in her air, 
A tinge of langour o’er her features fair, 
Born of no common grief; as though despair 
Had wrestled with her spirit—been o’erthrown,— 
And these the trophies of the strife alone. 
A resignation of the will, a calm 
Derived from pure religion (that sweet balm 
For wounded breasts) is seated on her brow, 
And ever to the tempest bends she now, 
Even as a drooping lily, which the wind 
Sways as it lists. The sweet affections bind 
Her sympathies to earth; her peaceful soul 
Has long aspired to that immortal 3 
Where pain and anguish cease to be our lot, 
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INTELLIGENCE. 


CHOLERA. 
Battimone.—The Board of Health reports 121 
deaths from Cholera in this city for the week. 


PHILADELPHIA. 
August 24th, 48 10 
25th, 24 10 
26th, 30 6 
27th, 20 7 
NEW YORK. 
Cases. Deaths. 
Au 24th 45 20 
25th, 37 14 
26th, 50 23 
27th, 40 13 
WASHINGTON. 
Cases. Deaths. 
August 26th 9 5 
2 1 
FOREIGN. 


SOUTH OF GERMANY. 


The following are extracts of a letter from a Lutheran 
clergyman, in the South of Germany. The conversion 
from Romanism, an account of which is here given, 
was briefly mentioned in the newspapers some months 


“You will scarcely yet have heard of the remarkable 
transition to the Protestant faith of the Roman Catholic 
vicar, Lutz, with the greater part of his congregation 
in Carlshuld, on the Danube, between Ingolstadt and 
Munich. I will, therefore, give you a very interesting 
extract from a letter, which [ received three days ago 
from the Rev. Dr. ——, in Erlangen. 

“But now, upon the subject to which I referred above 
as something extremely attractive and pleasing, I have 
become personally acquainted with that wonderful man, 
Lutz, vicar of Carlschuld, and spent two afternoons 
with him, with as much instruction as pleasure. He 
has been residing here for a week, in order to have the 
advice of his spiritual brethren here, with regard to his 
further proceeding in this important affair, which is now 
come toa crisis. O! how much could I write regard- 
ing him! For the present I can only express myself 
briefly. You already probably know, that Lutz has 
been long contemplating joining our church, as well 
as his congregation, consisting of 1100 souls, whose 
hearts the Lord has enabled him to turn as the water 
brooks. The Episcopal Missiun at Auxsburg thought 
to obviate the scandal, by nominating him to a very 
considerable living, witlethe order to enter upon it im- 
mediately. Another vicar of the name of Bruer, was 
at the same time nominated to Carlschuld. Lutz’s im- 
mediate protestation that he had not applied for that 
living, and was resolved to stay where he was, was 
most promptly replied to, that the authorities were 
commissioned to represent to him that the will of the 
commission could not be changed, and if he did not 
obey it within two days, they were forcibly to expel 
him from the vicarage. He continued in refusing to 
obey the mandate, and retired to Maxfeldt (a few miles 
from Carlshuld,) where his sister is living. Many of 
the [Catholic] clergy in the Bishopric of Augsburg, 
according to Lutz’s affirmation, are, with their congre- 
gations, of the same sentiments. The king, it is said, 
is angry at this event, and suspects there is a secret in- 
clination to excite disturbances.” 

Another gentleman wrote yesterday from Nurem- 
berg. ‘With respect to our friend Lutz, who intends 
setting off to-day for Munich, we have learnt that the 
magistrates of Neuberg (not far from Carlshuld) have 
received orders to arrest Lutz, and to bring him pri- 
soner to Augsburg. ‘This would be fine toleration in a 
constitutional state! But God will complete the work 
so graciously begun, and take Lutz into his protection. 
The new Catholic vicar of Carlshuld is said to take all 
possible pains to induce the people to return. But he 
has not been able to show them that they were in the 
wrong, and now the rage has become so much the 
greater, because those who have passed over [to the 
Protestant faith] continue so steadfast.’ 

The writer then mentions the dawning of a mission- 
| ary spirit among the people of Bavaria, and requests 
] information, specimens of translations of the Bible into 


And the world’s cares and frailties are forgot! 


cherishing it. In consequence of the representations 
contained in the first part of his letter, a grant of 
10,000 tracts has been made to him by the Hamburgh 
Tract Society. The London Religious Tract Society 
has also made a liberal grant of the same object. 


BUSINESS DEPARTMENT. 


GENESSEE ANNUAL CONFERENCE. 
The Genessee Annual Conference of the Methodist 
Protestant Church will be held at Honeoye village, in 
the town of Richmond, Ontario county, New York, on 
Wednesday, the 3d day of October next. 


James Covet, President. 


(Cyt is impossible for the Book Agent to render the 
Book department available to the purposes intended by 
the General Convention to any extent, without greater 
efforts on the part of our friends, both in ordering books 
and forwarding funds. The ministers and members 
of the Methodist E. Church on this subject excel per- 
haps eyery other denomination. Why should not ours 
do as much in proportion? The Book Agentis obliged 
to repeat that he is now suffering for funds. Neither 
the remittances nor orders are half what are necessary 
to enable him to proceed as he ought. Will our breth- 
ren wake up and think of us, who are laboring almost 
alone? Is there not a spirit of emulation among us on 
our own concerns? All that is wanting is effort—we 
hope it will be put forth instanter. 


At the request of many new subscribers, we have 
consented to supply them from the commencement of 
the second volume. Those requiring the first volume 
will please signify it when they write for the present 
volume. 


The following, among other works, can be furnished 
in any quantity at the shortest notice: — 
. Methodist Protestant Church Hymn Books 
Do. do. Constitutions and Disciplines 
‘Camp-meeting Hymns, most popular kind 
First volume of the Methodist Protestant. 
*,* Orders solicited and executed with despatch. 


The thanks of the Book Agent of the Methodist 
Protestant Church are hereby presented to the follow- 


ing persons, for their kind co-operation in the sale of 
Books, and for remittances: 


James Hunter & Son, Cornelius Springer, George 
Brown, William L. Chappell, W.C. Lipscomb, John 
French, David Ayres, A. G. Brewer, Miles Kjng, Red- 
dick Horne, C. Williamson, R. Blount, James Meek, 
E. Dromgoole, jr., Wm. J. Holcombe, J. A. Russell, 
Wm. Morgan, E. D. Tarver, Peyton Bibb, J. Sexton, 
Wm. M. Goodrich, Wm. H. Collins, L. Walker, E. H. 
Cook, John Coe, Frederick Stier, B. W. Johnson, L. 
D. Johnson, A. Allbright, Eppes Tucker, James Wil- 
liams, N. E. & T. M. Caldwell, N. Gage & D. Norton, 
Eden Foster, Isaac Fister, K. S. Cropper, J. H. Devor, 
D, B. Dorsey, Moses Scott, W. H. Comann, J.D.Dyer, 
T. F. Norris, D. Gibbons, D. E. Reese, L. R. Reese, 
John S. Reese, S. Budd, W. Harper, jr., Wm. John- 
son, D’Arcy Paul, J. D. Stanley, Isaac Webster, T. 
Graham, J. M. Jennings, A. H. Otis, B. Higenbotham, 
J. K. Witsel, D. Bromley, S. J. Harris, S. Sullivan & 
Son, J. M. Meek, B. G. Burgess, Charles Evans, T. & 
B. Hunter, John Gephiart. 


There are perhaps other names which deserve a 
place among the above, but for want of time, have ac- 
cidentally been omitted. When informed, they shall 
be reported. 
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TERMS. 


Three Dollars for the year’s subscription, if not paid 
by the first of July. 

Two Dollars and Fifty Cents will entitle the present 
subscribers to the paper for the year, if paid before the 
first day of July, next.—Fifteen Dollars remitted for 
new subscribers in advance, will entitle the person re- 


heathen language, &c., as means of extending and 


| mitting to one copy gratis for the year. 
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